
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                   APRIL 22, 2018 
  
FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship – Psalm 23 
 Hymn – 112 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, my life is characterized by haste.  To some 
degree this is true outwardly, but mostly it is true inwardly: my 
mind is constantly running.  This pace is normal for me, and I 
am so accustomed to it that I am rarely aware it is occurring.  I 
think the pace at which my inner life moves is the primary 
characteristic of who I am as a person.  I fill my life with 
enough content, and the appropriate content, to keep the 
pace constant.  There are subjects I need to consider, and I am 
finding it difficult to do so because my mind is moving so 
quickly.  Help me to realize that I am the victim of the pace at 
which my mind works, more so than the subjects with which 
my mind is filled.  Help me sense the pace of my mind, since 
doing so will slow my mind down, and will allow me to ponder 
the subjects to which I need to attend. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 10:11-18 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 172 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 175 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at Olwen’s 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for April 29, 2018  
Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, at Olwen Peterson’s 
home, at 1:30 pm.  Pam Novelly is the Leader.  The lesson is # 7.  
Marolyn Bode is the hostess. 

Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

Fourth Sunday of Easter (John 10:11-18) 
 I inherited the idea that with God things happen immediately 
and completely. For example, issues resolve, minds and hearts 
change, clarity comes from confusion, healing occurs, and all of this 
happens instantly and in its entirety. This idea can be found in 
stories in the New Testament where the English translation uses the 
word “immediately” when describing the result of something Jesus 
said or did—when Jesus calls disciples the text says that 
“immediately they…followed him,” not that they thought about it 
for a while. 
 I was relieved when I discovered that the Greek word translated 
as immediately can also be translated as “soon.”  I was relieved 
because virtually nothing happens for me immediately and 
completely. Issues do resolve, minds and hearts do change, clarity 
does come, and healing does occur…over time. Almost always these 
things come as a result of deliberation, reflection, consideration, 
discussion and pondering, within myself and with others. 
 Deliberation, reflection, consideration, discussion and pondering 
are characteristics of the Season of Easter. In the times of our life 
that are described as Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and Lent, God 
has introduced a component of our personality to us, and we have 
resisted accepting it. In the time of our life that is Easter we realize 
that what we have been resisting is not going to be extinguished; it 
will not because God intends that it become part of our definition 
of who we are, and this work God does in us is irrepressible.  As we 
come to accept this, we begin the internal consideration of how to 
live with something being true of us when we also know the reasons 
why it should not be true. This internal discussion unfolds slowly, 
and as it does we come to accept as ours something about ourselves 
we never wanted. In this process, “issues resolve, minds and hearts 
change, clarity comes from confusion, and healing occurs,” over 
time. This integration cannot happen if a change comes to us 
“immediately,” in its “completed” form. We need to slowly work 
our way into, think our way into, and feel our way into change, in 
order for the change to take root and not increase the internal 
conflict which made the change necessary. 

[Jim Robie, 4-19,18] 
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Fourth  Sunday  of  Easter [John 10:11-18] 
 The Christian religion asserts that God has chosen to inhabit our 
life with us, and from within works to bring us the fullest human 
life possible. The Church Year describes the experiences through 
which we are taken as God works to accomplish this. It is important 
to remember that the fullness of our life contains more than what 
is familiar and comfortable. The work God does involves our being 
introduced to elements of our life which we are not disposed to 
welcome, and will resist and reject. That is, God advocates for 
feelings and thoughts which have not been encouraged by the 
environment in which we were raised yet are important for us to 
own and to engage. God’s repeatedly returning these thoughts and 
feelings in our awareness pulls from our own shadow the reasons 
we resist and reject them. The reasons we resist and reject are also 
things about us which are important for us to know. We celebrate 
Easter at a particular time in the calendar year. However, Easter is 
actually a period of time in our internal life in which we realize that 
these thoughts and feelings for which God is advocating are not 
going to go away, that they will repeatedly be returned to our 
awareness in the face of our resistance and rejection. In the season 
of Easter we live with two opposing realities: the presence of 
feelings and thoughts which we need and do not want, and the 
reasons we should not be having those feelings and thoughts. In 
Easter we live in this tension and learn from it. Other experiences 
will come to us in the time following Easter which flow from the 
lessons learned in this tension. 
 Today’s text reminds us of this tension that is at the heart of the 
season of Easter, and we will interpret the text through the lens of 
Easter. In Easter there are two opposing forces operating in us. The 
first of these is the effort to separate ourselves into acceptable and 
unacceptable groupings so that the unacceptable can be removed 
and the acceptable can be kept. The second is the effort to bring us 
together into one group and have no part of us be excluded. Using 
images from the text, we can say the many different parts of us are 
the sheep, the wolf is what is trying to separate us into different 
groups, and the good shepherd is what is seeking to bring us 

together into one group so the different parts of us can be 
integrated. 

The text says the wolf “snatches and scatters” the sheep. The 
word translated as “snatches” is a Greek word meaning “to seize,” 
from a root “to take for oneself, i.e. to prefer. The word translated 
as “scatters” is a Greek word meaning “to dissipate, i.e. 
[figuratively] put to flight. The wolf prefers to seize and keep hold 
of what is considered acceptable, and to dissipate and put to flight 
what is not acceptable. We might internalize the wolf as the critical 
and judgmental aspect of our personality. The wolf would be 
whatever in us assesses our different selves and evaluates them as 
acceptable and unacceptable. It might be useful to remember that 
any time we feel scattered we are in some way being criticized and 
judged, and are in flight because we are being harassed by our 
internal wolf. 

The text says that the good shepherd cares for all the sheep, 
works to bring into the fold the sheep not yet in the fold, and 
intends that there be one flock. We can internalize this as the 
presence of God at work in us, seeking to gather our different selves 
around our internal table. 

It will be easy to conclude that our task is to cooperate with the 
work of the good shepherd in gathering the different components 
of our personality together into one unified whole, and to oppose 
the effort of the wolf to separate the unacceptable in us and remove 
them from our table. However, this is not where we want to go. If 
we are in favor of including all of our selves at our table, including 
all of the sheep in our flock, we want to remember that the wolf is 
also part of who we are and needs to be included at our table as 
well. In the objective world the sheep and the wolf do not mix.  
However, in the subjective world they do. Internally, the good 
shepherd will include the wolf in the flock of sheep. The reason our 
sheep can be scattered by our internal wolf is that the presence of 
the wolf is difficult to detect. We are often being criticized and do 
not recognize it because the criticism is normal and familiar. The 
issue is not to get rid of the wolf, but to include it in our internal 
conversation and become acquainted with how it sounds and feels 
so we can recognize when it is active. 



The good shepherd does not judge our being judgmental, or try 
to stop the judgments, or counter the judgments with praise and 
affirmations. Rather, the good shepherd sympathizes with the pain 
of the judgments and connects us to them, so we can listen in on 
them. Instead of the effort being to overturn or erase the 
judgments, the effectiveness of the judging is diminished by 
making it conscious, which allows us to think about the judgments 
and consider what is being judged. Both the wolf, the part of us 
that is reproachful, and the parts of us that are reproached, are 
allowed to surface in awareness. They can then be appreciated and 
understood, and as this occurs they can both be included in the 
flock around our internal table. We end up having a relationship 
with our internal wolf and what the wolf wishes to scatter. There is 
no war between the wolf and the good shepherd, between the 
judging and affirming sides. The wolf, the judging side, is absorbed 
by the good shepherd and becomes part of the flock. 

The reason it is important to become familiar with our internal 
wolf is that in order to have the fullness of our human life it is 
necessary to understand the standards by which we are judged and 
criticized. When we cannot perceive the judging that goes on in us 
it is difficult to make sense out of what we do or do not do, say or 
do not say. What makes our internal wolf difficult and even 
dangerous is that it basically lives out of our awareness, and as a 
result never gets updated or upgraded, and therefore becomes 
inflexible. Its content remains the same as when it was formed 
unless it can be examined, and unless it is examined its content is 
applied without reference to the actual reality in which we are 
living. God does not remove our wolf from our awareness because 
we have already done too good a job doing so—we have a difficult 
time hearing our wolf and seeing it in operation. So God makes it 
part of our flock of sheep so we can keep our eye on it. 

We ourselves are like the hired help…we are not strong enough 
to stand up against the wolf. We run away from the judgment and 
disapproval. So God, functioning as a good shepherd, continuously 
makes the effort to include the wolf by bringing it to our 
awareness. God does so until we are able to become familiar with 
the wolf and are able to think about what it says and recognize the 

way it speaks. In this way, contradictory things are brought into the 
same flock: our self-reproach, and the parts of us which are 
reproached; the judgments in us, and what about us is judged. 
Interacting with all of these is what is involved in our experiencing 
the fullness of our own life. 

[Jim Robie, 4-19-18, Fourth of Easter, Cycle B, John 10:11-18] 

 
 


